We review the current status of our microscopic calculations in asymmetric nuclear matter. Updated predictions of the equation of state are made available to potential users. We discuss the features of our EoS in relation to the predicted neutron star maximum masses. PACS number(s): 21.65.+f,21.30.Fe
Introduction
Microscopic predictions of the nuclear equation of state (EoS), together with empirical constraints from EoS-sensitive observables, are a powerful combination to learn about the in-medium behavior of the nuclear force. With this objective in mind, over the past several years our group has taken a broad look at the EoS exploring diverse aspects and extreme states of nuclear matter.
The asymmetric matter predictions originally calculated in Ref. [1] and used as input in a neutron star calculation in 2006 [2] are being refined in this paper. The revisions concern mainly some technical aspects of the (most problematic) high-density part of the calculation. We have improved the determination of the single-nucleon potential and the convergence of the high-density calculation. We provide extensive numerical tables for the EoS for both neutron and β-equilibrated matter, as well as updated neutron star maximum masses and radii predictions. These revised EoSs replace the previous ones published by our group.
We take the opportunity to discuss parametrizations of the symmetry energy for the convenience of potential applications in nuclear reactions, which we encourage experimentalists to consider. Finally, we also review our most recent efforts and work in progress.
EoS and symmetry energy
In Tables 1 and 2 , we provide the equation of state for neutron and β-equilibrated matter (protons, electrons, and muons), respectively, in the form of energy density and pressure as a function of the baryon density. (In the case of baryon-lepton matter, electrons are treated as extremely relativistic non-interacting fermions, whereas muons are handled non-relativistically.) The units in the Tables are chosen such that the values can be directly applied in the public software available at the website http://www.gravity.phys.uwm.edu/rns, which we have used to calculate neutron star properties. The Bonn B potential [3] is employed throughout.
In Fig. 1 , we show the revised EoS for symmetric matter (solid red) and neutron matter (dashed black). Our EoS's can be characterized as being moderately soft at low to medium density (the saturation density and energy being equal to 0.185 fm −3 and -16.1 MeV, respectively), and fairly "stiff" at high densities This feature originates from the strongly density-dependent repulsion inherent to the Dirac-BruecknerHartee-Fock (DBHF) method. In Ref. [4] , it is pointed out that constraints from neutron star phenomenology together with flow data from heavy-ion (HI) reactions suggest that such EoS behavior may be desirable. We will come back to this point later, in conjunction with neutron star predictions.
In Fig. 2 , we display our DBHF predictions for the symmetry energy, solid red curve. The latter is seen to grow at a lesser rate with increasing density, an indication that, at large density, repulsion in the symmetric matter EoS increases at rapid rate relative to the neutron matter EoS. This can be understood in terms of increased repulsion in isospin zero partial waves (absent from neutron matter) as a function of density, see Table. 3. Our predicted value for the symmetry pressure, L, is 69.6 MeV.
The various black dashed curves in Fig. 2 are obtained with the simple parametrization
with γ=0.7-1.0, and C ≈ 32 MeV. It seems that a value of γ close to 0.8 gives a reasonable description of our predictions, although the use of different functions in different density regions may be best for an optimal fit. This can easily be done upon Table, request, with an eye on the particular density region to be probed by the experiment. Considering that all of the dashed curves are commonly used parametrizations suggested by HI data [5] , Fig. 2 clearly reflects the large uncertainty in our knowledge of the symmetry energy at the larger densities (in fact, already above 2-3ρ 0 ).
EoS and neutron star predictions
In Table 3 , we report our latest predictions of the basic neutron star properties, which are well within the (rather large) range covered by most realistic models. We will try to get some deeper insight from a closer look at some of the predictions included in the analysis of Ref. [4] , such as relativistic mean field (RMF) models. Examples are those from Refs. [6, 7] , which use density-dependent ("DD") meson couplings and are fitted to the properties of nuclei up to about 0.15 fm −3 . They generate the steepest EoSs and thus the largest pressure. An improvement to the traditional RMF description of nuclear matter can be obtained through the introduction of non-linear ("NL") self-interactions of the σ meson, such as done in the models of Refs. [8, 9] , with the parametrization of Ref. [9] including the δ meson in addition to the usual ρ. The corresponding EoSs are much less repulsive than those of "DD" models (although the symmetry energy becomes very large at high density, possibly due to the absence of non-linearity and density dependence at the isovector level).
Clearly, the pressure as a function of density plays the crucial role in building the structure of the star. In Fig. 3 we show our predicted pressure in symmetric matter compared with constraints obtained from flow data [11] . The predictions are seen to fall just on the high side of the constraints and grow rather steep at high density. Comparing with Fig. 6 of Ref. [4] , we see that our predictions are well below those of DD-RMF models at low to moderate density but nearly catch up with them at very high density, a description that would also be appropriate for the DBHF predictions of Ref. [10] (red curve in Fig. 6 of Ref. [4] ). Of all the cases studied in Ref. [4] , DD-RMF models predict the largest maximum masses and radii and the lowest central densities. Thus, an equation of state where high pressure is sustained for a longer radial distance (moving away from the center of the star) will allow the maximum mass star to be heavier, larger, and more "diffuse" at the center. On the other hand, microscopic relativistic models, (such as the DBHF calculation of Ref. [10] or the present one, which are in reasonable agreement with each other) display a rather different density dependence of the pressure and produce smaller and more compact maximum mass stars. (All other EoS's considered in Ref. [4] are softer and generate smaller maximum masses with smaller radii and larger central densities.)
To conclude this Section, we show in Fig. 4 the predicted pressure in neutron matter (red curve) and β-equilibrated matter (green). The pressure contour is again from Ref. [11] and was obtained from flow data together with the assumption of strong density dependence in the asymmetry term (indicated as "Asy stiff" in Ref. [11] ).
Outlook
The revised EoS presented in this paper is the baseline for inclusion of species other than nucleons and leptons, e.g., hyperons; cf. Ref. [12] .
At the same time, we continue to explore, broadly, several EoS-related aspects. Microscopic calculations of the EoS generate, in an internally consistent manner, quantities such as the single-nucleon potential and thus effective masses. In turn, those enter the calculation of in-medium cross sections and the nucleon mean free path [13] . Our goal is to consistently predict and critically analyse all of these EoSdependent "observables", looking for patterns and characteristic signatures which, together with available constraints, may help us identify model strengths and weak- The shaded area corresponds to the region of pressure consistent with flow data and the inclusion of strong density dependence in the asymmetry terms [11] .
nesses. Ultimately, coherent effort from theory, experiment, phenomenology, and observations will be essential to improve our knowledge of such fundamentally important quantity as the nuclear equation of state.
